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suffering than the children. She assumed toward him more the position of a child than that of his proper equal. When only seventeen years of age, Katharina Elisabeth Textor had been suddenly thrust from her childhood joys into the serious duties of a housewife. Her husband was her senior by twenty-one years, so that in age she was nearer to her first children than to him. Between their mental and moral attainments there yawned no less a chasm, which was never bridged over by warm affection. She had grown up in the freedom of youth, without any higher education, and her learned husband felt it his duty to fill up the gaps in the training of his young wife. So he taught her Italian and kept her busy writing compositions, practising the piano and singing. In consideration of her other duties he was obliged, much to his regret, no doubt, to forego several other plans he had in mind for her improvement. But his good wife was in no sense in need of all his learning. Nature had bestowed upon her better gifts: a sound observation of men and things; an ever serene and cheerful disposition, that cast every black thought at the devil's feet; an ever active imagination, upon which she could draw as a perpetual source of stories; a keen appreciation of the beautiful in nature and poetry; the gift of felicitous expression; boundless patience with others' actions, which never permitted her to preach morals to any one; and the tact and inclination to exert at all times an influence which made for peace and good-will. When especially difficult moments came and her innate and happy disposition was unable to carry her through, she always took refuge in the book of books, the Bible, her one and only storehouse of wisdom. And with the help of this book and its Divine Author, whom she found in it, and in whom she believed with the firmness of adamant, she endured the trials which Heaven in its wisdom laid upon her.
Thus she formed a valuable counterpoise to her husband, and to this alone it is due that his noble purposes were not defeated, and his fine qualities not obscured, by his own weaknesses and blunders.